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Mandy Aftel: Perfumer

By Jenny Bailly

erfumer 1'[.1r:u.|}' Afrel may havea |
master’s degree in counseling, bur

she still harbors some compulsive *
“l always wear the last fragrancgll m
says the owner of the Berkeley, Californi§ cor
Aftelier Perfumes, which specializes in made-to-order
scents. Since opening her doors in 1997, she has int
fragrance personalities of hundreds of clients, Madonna (pi
lotus and tuberose with antique sandalwood) and Liv Tyler

tendencies.

SOMmMeone,

Madagascan vanilla, which can run $14,000 a kilo
the 5600 she charges for a custom-made
undergo a 90-minute interview, during which

groups.) Still, there are some scent requests Afrel w
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*1 always say no o people who ask me to re-creare®

tinued perfume,” she says. “Many of the scents in th
as lily, gardenia, freesia—can’t be naturally distille

comes out of a test Mﬁn'r touch it.™
B

Her most popular scents
include Blond Tabac,
Perfume de Maroc, and
Pink Lotus Perfume.

Speclal Blends

Kate Hudson loves the jasmine
solid perfume, and model Kirsty
Hume prefers lavender and oak
moss, but some of Aftel's clients
are more offbeat than A-list.
Boulder, Uah. Yup. The co-owner
of the local trading post wanted a
perfume that embodied this town
of 250 people. Ingredients
include seashells, blood orange,
and [zhfh...) a litthe cannabis.
Transcendentist. This spa‘dental

164

practice in Berkeley gives foot
massages as it drills. Now it also
soothes patients with Aftel’s
room spray of Brarilian rosewood,
bergamot, and coriander.

Frisson restaurant. Candles and a
solid perfume for the waitstaff

at chef Daniel Patterson's new
San Francisco restaurant
incorporate black tea, cognac,
and fir. “"Natural scents

never overwhelm,” Aftel says.
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Model Kirsty Hume
and Mandy Aftel

making scents

The Right Notes

“| think about scent the way
an artist thinks about \
color,” Aftel says. “You won't »,
find a painter who says, ‘I
don’t like orange,’ because
sometimes orange is
necessary.” That said, there
are some aromas Aftel finds
more evocative than others.
Jasmine and Klies at night.
“For some reason, those
heavy white flowers smell
stronger in the evening air.
They make me feel happy.”

A really good chocolate bar,
“preferably dark and bitter.”
Ambergris. “Early perfumers
used it, but it's illegal now—
it's from the intestine of a
whale. It smells floral,
amber-y, and rich, a bit like

Just a few of
Aftel’s 500
natural E!..*.En tu'
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my childhood ¥
Shalimar. | have an
of ambergris that | begged
an antiques dealer to sell to
me. When people come
over, | let them smell it,
but | never use it."

Fresh herbs. “1 can™t walk
by the rosemary and lavender
that grow in my garden
without rubbing a little
between my fingers to

get the scent on my hands."
Perfume on a fur coat.

“My mother wore loy by
Jean Patou, and it was
always on her mink—this
was way before PETA."
Clean hair. “l like Fresh Rice
Shampoo—it smells slightly
vegetable and sweet."
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